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▪ COST programme and COST Actions

▪ Slovakia in the COST programme

▪ Success!

▪ Be “successful” in a COST Action

▪ “successful” COST Actions

▪ Future Outlook

Outline



What is COST and how does it work?
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COST - 45 years proven track record in research collaboration

• 38 COST Members
Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark,

Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary,

Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg,

Malta, The Republic of Moldova, Montenegro, The

Netherlands, The Republic of North Macedonia, Norway,

Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia,

Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, and United

Kingdom

• 1 Cooperating Member 
Israel

• Near Neighbour Countries 
participation

Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Egypt, Georgia,

Jordan, Kosovo*, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, the

Palestinian Authority, Russia, Syria, Tunisia and Ukraine

*This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with

UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of

independence.

• COST Members

• COST Members (ITCs)

• COST Cooperating member
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How it works?

Main proposer

Secondary proposers

COST Action participants 

nominated by COST National Coordinators
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Who? What? Where 

from?

Where to?

Barbora Čakovská Applicability of the Way –Cyberpark 

digital tool, as a design tool for 

Landscape architects in Slovakia. 

Slovak 

University 

of 

Agriculture 

in Nitra 

University de Deusto-

Faculty of 

Engineering, Bilbao 

Diego Grajale The use of mobile devices for 

crowdsourcing geospatial data and 

promoting sustainable transport 

(compare with home case + gather 

additional data).

Universitat

Jaume

University of Malta 

Uche O. Chukwura model pollutant transport on 

contaminated urban soil / surface 

materials - data and modelling will be 

used to understand the impact of 

contaminated urban soil on food 

security

University 

of the 

West of 

Scotland

National Laboratory 

for Civil Engineering 

(LNEC) Lisbon

Short term Scientific Missions



Overview of the current status of Slovakia in COST



11

Slovakian participation in COST Actions 2012-2018

National participation in running Actions % 

(total number of running Actions in bracket)

Serbia: 89%

Croatia: 89% 
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Slovakia in 2018 - activities

Slovakia Croatia Serbia

Training School 
trainees from…

50 123 197

STSM participants 
from…

29 66 110

STSMs hosted in… 11 24 44

Meetings hosted 
in…

13 40 32
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Leadership positions held by Slovakian participants 
2013-2018



Be successful in a COST Action
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Boosting careers of young researchers 

Bottom-up networking schemes
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Examples of COST Success Stories 
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Action Chair Forum(s) – Brussels – 04/2019 
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Lessons learnt

ACTIVE 
PARTICIPATION

RESEARCH 
ALIGNMENT

COLLABORATION

LEADERSHIP INFORMATION



COST Actions to be successful 
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▪ Reach planned objectives?

▪ Receive additional funding?

▪ Create a membership-based association? 

▪ Create new department / institute within an institution?

▪ Raise awareness on the topic at different institutional levels?

▪ …

What is a successful COST Action?
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COST Acting as a pre-portal for FP 
funding
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Plant 
phenotyping

H2020 project

Wastewater 
reuse

ITN (MSCA Innovative 

Training Network)

Safe use of 
bio-material

ERASMUS +
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Sustainability Workshop – Brussels – 29/11/2018 
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Lessons learnt

RELEVANCE INTRINSIC 
MOTIVATION 

VISIBILITY

AMBITION USEFUL…AND 
APPEALING!

COMMUNITY



Future Outlook
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y
s • Targeted to 

ITC

• combined with 
high-level 
meeting ITC 
government, 
including NCP

P
ro

p
o

s
a

ls • Eligibility 

• External 
experts

• Inclusiveness 
policy

C
O

S
T

 A
c
ti
o
n

s • COST Action 
Leadership

• Conference 
grant for PhD 
students and 
young 
researchers

• Pre-payment 
for STSM C

O
S

T
 A

c
a

d
e

m
y • Leadership 

workshop

• Finance/Admi
n workshop

• Science 
Communicatio
n training

• Mentoring GH

• Mentoring 
Chair

Dedicated measures for Slovak pariticipation
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Thank you!

@COST.Programme

@COSTprogramme

COST (European Cooperation in Science and Technology) 

COST Association

Contact and engage with us!


