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UNIVERSITY OF ŽILINA



BASIC INFORMATION

History – important  years

▪ 1953 - the origin of the today’s University of Žilina 
goes back to 1st September 1953 to Prague -

established under the name of College of  
Railway Transport in Prague

▪ 1959 - changed its name to the College of 
Transport

▪ 1960 - relocation to Žilina

▪ 1980 - as a result of the increasing role of 
communications within the curriculum and 
research orientation - College of Transport 

and Communications

▪ 1996 - University of Žilina



Widening instruments from my personal „historical“

point of view

▪ TEMPUS since 1990 UTC (FM and EE) started first successful 
TEMPUS project (very well evaluated in Brussels as well as at the 
University and in Slovakia)

▪ COST 
▪ since1991/92 in former Czechoslovakia; 

▪ since 1993 after splitting of former Czechoslovakia Slovakia became a 
member state of COST (first participation in TCs - spring 1993)

▪ 2000 in FP5 - UNIZA was recognised as centre of excellence for 
transportation research CETRA

▪ After 2000: Erasmus, Erasmus+, eTwinning
▪ 2005: PF6(RIS-ZIP), 2014: FP7 (ERAChair), 2017: HORIZON-

SENSIBLE with ERAdiate contribution, MoTiV

▪ Twinning, Teaming



What are the official core Widening actions at present?

▪ Widening consists of three main actions, 

i.e. Teaming, Twinning and ERA Chairs.

This ensures a targeted approach towards 

Widening Member States and Associated 

Countries. 

▪ https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2

020/en/h2020-section/spreading-

excellence-and-widening-participation

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/spreading-excellence-and-widening-participation


Other widening actions

▪ The European Cooperation in Science 

& Technology (COST) provides cross-

border scientific networking. COST helps 

excellent researchers and innovators get 

access to European and International 

Networks.
▪ The Widening Network of National Contact Points is a transnational network of National Contact 

Points (NCPs) for Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation under Horizon 2020. It aims 

to share good practices among NCPs and provide better support to potential programme 

applicants.

▪ The Joint Programming Initiative Urban Europe stimulates research which supports research 

in urban innovation and technologies. It supports European cities in their transition towards a 

sustainable, resilient and liveable future.

http://www.cost.eu/about_cost
http://www.ncpwidenet.eu/2016/08/03/synergies-between-esi-funds-and-horizon-2020-understanding-how-the-synergies-work-in-practice/
http://jpi-urbaneurope.eu/


Synergies between Horizon 2020 and European 

Structural and Investment Funds

▪ The highest impact of research and innovation investments 
can be made when Horizon 2020 and European Structural 
and Investment Funds (ESI Funds) are compatible. This 
means that research and business communities will work 
together with national and regional policy makers and 
managing authorities to ensure the best quantity and quality 
of available funds.

▪ Developing these synergies will increase efficiency and positively impact jobs, growth and 
competitiveness across Europe thanks to more regional and national investment in research. They will 
also push towards open innovation, create innovative ecosystems and bring companies and regions into 
the knowledge economy.

▪ Synergies will assist the implementation of smart specialisation strategies which are essential for 
research and innovation investment under the European Regional Development Fund. Smart 
specialisation gives priority to investments in research and innovation activities that play into the regions' 
strengths and therefore ensures a more effective use of public funds while stimulating private investment.

▪ More information on synergies

▪ More information on smart specialisation

http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/eu-funds-working-together-for-jobs-growth-pbKI0116339/
https://ec.europa.eu/research/regions/pdf/publications/ris3_report-082015.pdf


COST

European Cooperation in Science and Technology

SK
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COST is creating interdisciplinary 

research cooperation opportunities for 

researchers through networking.

Excellence and Inclusiveness aiming to 

promote and spread excellence 

2014-2020
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Geographical spread includes less research-
intensive COST Members. They are entitled 
COST Inclusiveness Target Countries 
(ITCs): Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Croatia, Hungary, Lithuania, Latvia, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Montenegro, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia,
Republic of North Macedonia, Republic of 
Serbia and Turkey.

Features

https://www.cost.eu/about_cost/cost_member_states


12

The career spread focuses on empowering young talents COST Actions 
will focus on:

▪ leadership: support young researchers to set up and lead COST 
Actions, as well as manage COST Action grants

▪ increasing brain circulation

▪ gender balance as a key aspect of COST commitment

Half of the COST budget is invested in activities fulfilling the 
objectives of COST, with a focus on engaging researchers in ITCs.

Spreading excellence and widening participation - Horizon 2020 goal.

COST inclusiveness objectives

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/spreading-excellence-and-widening-participation
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Participation of Slovakia in COST 

Actions

National participation in running Actions % (total number of running 

Actions in bracket)
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STSM and Training School involvement

Number of participations in STSM and Training Schools (trainee or 

trainer)
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▪Open Call: A simple one-step application 
process

▪The next collection date is 5 September 

2019 at 12:00 noon (CET).

▪Two collection dates will take place in 

2020 (Spring and Autumn)

How to participate in COST actions?



General MC nomination process for joining COST 

actions in Slovakia

▪ existing or planned work in the field of COST 
action

▪ funded project in Slovakia in the same field as 
the Action

▪ support letter from an authorized representative 
of the institute

▪ CV with relevant publications

▪ expected dissemination channels



Link to the National COST page 

http://www.minedu.sk/cost/

http://www.minedu.sk/cost/


ERAchair – ERAdiate project 

one of very good examples of success stories in 

widening

https://www.google.sk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjInb2JwLbUAhVBbhQKHRkVA1EQjRwIBw&url=http://www.fiduciagroup.co.uk/success-stories/&psig=AFQjCNG4RrLzrOCX5K7ZPNT6y2pfjdB2VA&ust=1497294827351261


ERA Chair Holder

▪ EU: One of the first ERA Chairs & first widening 

measure funded in SK

▪ The ERAdiate Project
▪ Enhancing Research and 

innovAtion dimension of the 
University of Zilina in intelligent 
transport systems 



ERAChair-ERAdiate

pillars at UNIZA (2013)

Historical 
background

of the University of 
Žilina

Research 
infrastructure

Human resources
Dominant area

in H2020

Intelligent 
transport
systems



Project Highlights

▪ 11 ERA Chairs granted 

out of 111 applications

▪ Contribution to

➢Excellent research

➢Enhanced competitiveness

➢Activities in line with 

regional innovation strategies
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Basic information

▪ start: July 7, 2014

▪ end: July 6, 2019

▪ funding scheme: CSA-SA

▪ total budget: 2 640 760,- EUR

▪ EC contribution: 2 126 035,- EUR

▪ co-funding: 514 725,- EUR



ERAdiate Vision

“ERAdiate - developing significant ITS 

topics  with an international recognized 

footprint” 

ITS in different challenging areas



Quadruple helix model for ITS implementation



University Science Park 

at the University of Zilina



Examples of success stories



Promotion of excellence and disseminate knowledge

▪ ERAdiate Presentations

www.erachair.uniza.sk/activities/conferencespresentations/

▪ ERAdiate Publications

www.erachair.uniza.sk/activities/publications

http://www.erachair.uniza.sk/activities/conferencespresentations/
http://www.erachair.uniza.sk/activities/publications


SIMMARC

SIMMARC – Safety IMprovement using near Miss Analysis 
on Road Crossings

▪ Financed by Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG)

▪ Leader: Joanneum Research Graz, Austria

▪ Partnership:
SIEMENS
PLANUM
University of Zilina Institute of forensic engineering



„ITS: a tool or a toy‚" Conference

▪ Held in Žilina on November 22-23, 2016.

▪ Presentations in two parallel Working Groups on

▪ Autonomous Driving and 

▪ MaaS. 



Exploring the value of travel time

European project “Mobility and Time Value“ (MoTiV) in the 
framework of the Horizon 2020 programme. The project proposal 
was submitted by ERAdiate.

The MoTiV project, coordinated by UNIZA, is funded under the 
“Research and Innovation” scheme for 30 months. ERAdiate is 
leading a consortium of six other international partners.

The main goal of the project is to advance research in the emerging 
area of Value of Travel Time (VTT). 



Commission launches an award for young

transport innovators

The European Transport Innovation Challenge 2017, 

launched by the European Commission. 

Tibor Petrov, PhD student at UNIZA, has entered the 

Challenge and has been selected as one of the 12 award 

winners from more than 110 applications submitted from 

across Europe.



onclusion

▪ Participation in  FPs, Twinning, Teaming, COST, 

mobility programs in education Erasmus, EUREKA, 

JRCs,  is  vital requirement for every HE institution in 

highly competitive university environment

▪ ERAChair-ERAdiate project (was) is highly important 

catalyst and driver to enhance visibility and recognition 

of UNIZA in many parts of ERA, Society and Regional 

development

▪ We trust for significant influence of ERAChair in 

research and innovation at the UNIZA in future


