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FunGlass is:
• a research center focusing on cutting edge research in: 

➢ glass (materials) with functional properties 
➢ functionalization of conventional glass
➢ modification of glass properties, adding new functionalities
➢ waste recycling to high added value products

INTRODUCTION

Fundamental research Training and applied research International networking

ACTIVITIES
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HISTORY & TRANSFORMATION
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1983

Centre of chemical 
research of Research 
and Development Glass 
Institute
(1972 – 1989)

Laboratory for basic 
glass research 
IIC SAS + Centre of 
chemical research

Foundation of FunGlass
• Hiring new 

personnel
• Infrastructure
• Undergraduate and 

PhD programs

2019

• Research departments
• Infrastructure upgrade
• New organizational unit

in the frame of TnUAD

2017 2018

1989

VILA (Vitrum Laugaricio)
IIC + TnUAD + RONA 
(2003) 

2012

VILA gains status of 
Centre of excellence for 
ceramics, glass and 
silicate materials 
(CEKSiM)

1972 2001

Laboratory for glass 
research
IIC + Prof. Liška

Bright future?
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BASIC INFORMATION

4

Project title: Centre for functional and surface-functionalized glass

Acronym: FunGlass

Call identifier: H2020-WIDESPREAD-01-2016-2017-TeamingPhase2

Project No: 739566

Duration: 84 months

Starting date: 1 March 2017

End date: 28 February 2024

Funding: 15 M€

Commitment: Complementary funding from national sources 10.5 M€

Source: OP R&I, call identifier OPVaI-VA/DP/2018/1.1.3-04
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Mission

• To promote and return value to education through high level teaming and training 
activities, with ultimate goal to improve quality of life of human beings around the 
world

Vision

• To upgrade from the position of a national leader in glass education, fundamental 
and applied research, to the role of a key European player in the field.

Objectives

• Scientific excellence and international recognition

• Achievement of financial self-sufficiency and long-term sustainability

• Academic autonomy

VALUES
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PROJECT/CENTRE PARTNERS

Prof. Alicia Durán
Coatings

Instituto de Ceramica 
y Vidrio, Madrid

Spain

Prof.Lothar Wondraczek
Functional Glass

Friedrich Schiller 
Universität Jena 

Germany

Prof. Aldo Boccaccini
Biomaterials

Friedrich Alexander 
Universität Erlangen-
Nürnberg, Germany

Prof. Dušan Galusek
Director

Alexander Dubček 
University of Trenčín

Slovakia

Prof. Enrico Bernardo
Glass Processing

Universitá degli
Studi di Padova

Italy
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STRUCTURE

Centre director

Central administration

Department heads

Dpt. of biomaterials

Dpt. of coatings

Dpt. of functional glass

Dpt. of glass processing

VILA

Deputy for research Deputy for education

European projects office

Central laboratories

Pilot line for glass coatings

Scientific Board

Int. advisory board Industrial board



Centre for Functional and Surface Functionalized Glass | Alexander Dubček University of Trenčín
www.funglass.eu | info@funglass.eu

Primary
Objective

Five Key
Evaluation

Areas

Six
Milestones/ 
Deliverables

Relevant
KPI

Description of Action - Objectives
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to upgrade the present Centre of excellence for ceramics, glass and silicate 
materials (CEKSiM) in Trenčín, Slovakia, to an internationally recognized

Centre for Functional and Surface-Functionalized Glasses (FunGlass) focusing 
on cutting-edge research in the area of specialty glasses with dedicated 

functional properties, and functionalization of conventional glasses to modify 
their properties and add new functionalities.”
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Work 
Packages
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1. Establishment of the Centre for Functional and Surface Functionalized 
Glass, as the upgrade of the CEKSiM (quasi-faculty status)

2. Hiring and training the requested research and administration staff.
3. Creation of a training program, including student and researcher 

exchange for access to research facilities
4. Creation of a formalized collaboration scheme for research infrastructure
5. Building, re-construction, and adjustment of the premises for the Centre, 

including procurement of required research infrastructure (with specific 
funding through the Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic).

6. Achievement of financial self-sufficiency
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Key dimensions
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academic 
autonomy

scientific 
excellence

complementary 
funding

networking 
activities

long-term 
sustainability

BUSINESS 
PLAN
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Researchers and staff: 39
PhD students: 10
Our people come from:

Slovakia
Mexico
Iran
Belgium
India
Egypt
Poland
Turkey 
Spain
China
Belarusia
Germany

PEOPLE
Researchers and engineers from all around the world.
Aim:
• Competitive, creative international environment
• diversity and mutual respect
• Equal chances

Men 51%

Women 49%
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RESEARCH
Biomaterials → Human health

Coatings → Cultural heritage

Functional glass → Energy saving

Glass processing → Recycling



Centre for Functional and Surface Functionalized Glass | Alexander Dubček University of Trenčín
www.funglass.eu | info@funglass.eu

COOPERATION
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www.funglass.eu

FunGlass - Centre for Functional and Surface Functionalized Glass
Alexander Dubček University of Trenčín

Študentská 2, 911 50 Trenčín, Slovak Republic

CONTACT
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Peter Hošták, Ph.D.
Head of European Projects Office

peter.hostak@tnuni.sk
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This presentation is a part of dissemination activities of project FunGlass. 
This project has received funding from the European Union´s Horizon 2020 
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 739566.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION


